
You will find sample final exam questions in the notes section of each of the chapters.
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Define:
- Deviance
- Crime
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1) Apply Robert Merton’s five responses to social strain (Conformity, Innovation, 
Ritualism, Retreatism and Rebellion) to students pursuing a college education. 
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What is bystander apathy?
How do temporary groups affect behavior?
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How do you calculate crime rate? 
How do you calculate clearance rate?
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1) Outline the differences between a closed system of stratification and an open 
system of stratification? Give one example of each.

2) Poverty often results from a combination of individual and societal causes. Give 
an example of an individual cause and a societal cause. 
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1) Explain the difference between intergenerational and intra-generational social 
mobility. 

2) What is the difference between horizontal and vertical mobility?
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1) The Davis Moore hypothesis suggests that people who do more important work 
are paid more. What arguments have been made against this hypothesis?

2) In basic terms, what did Karl Marx say about the relationship the rich and the 
working class in society?
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1) What is meant by “minority group” in terms of population and political power?

2) a. What is the relationship between prejudice and discrimination? 
b. How do these two terms differ? 
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Discuss Merton’s table showing the relationship between prejudice and 
discrimination.
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1) Describe the Contact Hypothesis and how it may apply to whites living in Hancock 
County Maine.
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Contrast the Functionalist and the Conflict theories of gender roles.
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Across the Arab world and in some African nations, marrying first or second cousins is 
not only commonplace but desirable because such unions reinforces kinship ties and 
increases a family’s resources.
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Discussion: Many people think that the nuclear family (married couples with children) 
is the common type of family form.
Draw a simple genealogy of your immediate family.

Video Resources

A Kalahari Family
Runtime - 90 minutes, film available at Documentary Educational Resources

The movie documents the life of the Bushmen of the Kalahari according to the 
Marshall Family who, in 1951, travelled to the Kalahari Desert of Africa. It was here 
that they met Toma Tsamkxao and his Ju/’hoan band in Nyae Nyae, after a week of 
arduous travel in their specially adapted desert vehicles. Toma’s extended family 
describes to the last detail, their survival techniques and how they hunted game and 
gathered bush food. The documentary also helps us understand how an unlikely 
friendship was forged that lasted over half a century.

How does this ethnography differ from stereotypes you have about tribal families?
How does the Bushman’s extended family create strength?
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Polygyny is common in many societies, especially in Africa, South America, and the 
Mideast. Western and industrialized societies forbid polygamy, but there are pockets 
of isolated polygynous groups in the United States, Europe, and Canada.

Define:
Marriage
Monogamy and
Poligamy
Polyandry
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Causes
Parental substance abuse and mental illness
Economic hardship, unemployment, and poverty
Demographic variables

30



Japanese Experience: 
http://mainemeetsworld.bangordailynews.com/2016/01/04/home/maines-aging-
population-a-cautionary-tale-from-across-the-pacific/

What does the shape of these two population pyramids suggest for the future 
regional population?.
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1) Define health.
2) Measles recently re-emerged in Disneyworld in California and this week in 

Virginia. Suggest the potential effects of 
1) environment, 
2) demography, 
3) behavior and 
4) health care / medicine
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1) What is meant by the sick role?
2) What is meant by stigma with respect to disease? Describe the effect then give an 

example.
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Societies worldwide differ in the kinds of economic and political systems they 
develop because of many factors such as globalization and technology.
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Today, there are almost 6 million corporations, most created for profit, but a mere 0.5 
percent bring in 90 percent of all corporate income.
A number of U.S. corporations use legal tax loopholes to avoid paying tens of billions 
of dollars every year on overseas income; 29 companies alone have more cash than 
the U.S. Treasury Department; and the profits of the Fortune 500 corporations have 
soared.
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Macro-level variables include deindustrialization, globalization, and offshoring.
Most of the offshored jobs go to India and China, but many have also moved to 
Canada, Hungary, Mexico, Poland, Russia, Egypt, Venezuela, Vietnam, and South 
Africa.

Discussion: Many people feel strongly about unions. What have you heard about 
unions? Do we still need them?
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Functionalists typically emphasize the benefits of work and the economy. They also 
see capitalism as bringing prosperity to society as a whole. Critics point out that U.S. 
corporations are not interested in their workers’ well-being. In the private sector, 30 
percent of full-timers and 74 percent of part-timers don’t have paid sick days 
(Williams and Gault, 2014). Even when business improves, many employers convert 
full-time jobs to part-time or temporary positions, and cut health benefits (Schultz, 
2011).

According to conflict theory, capitalism results in huge wealth disparities as CEOs 
tend to earn 10 to 25 times more than the average worker. For conflict theorists, low 
wages alienate employees rather than motivate them to work harder, as 
functionalists claim, because many workers realize that their labor benefits the 
wealthy and not themselves.

Feminist scholars state that gains for women have been largely in low-paying jobs. On 
the contrary, there are many situations where female supervisors have power and 
authority over women and men, and top female managers are not always concerned 
about gender wage gaps or support qualified women’s promotions.
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An example of informal rules shaping people’s behavior in symbolic interaction is 
assembly-line workers controlling coworkers who overproduce or underproduce by 
rewarding or punishing them.
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Examples of totalitarian governments include Central African Republic, North Korea, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and 
Uzbekistan.

Authoritarian governments like Russia, may permit elections, often controlled, but prohibit free speech, punish those who 
publicly question state policies, and imprison people without giving them a trial. Vladimir Putin has served as Russia’s Prime 
Minister and/or President since 1999. In 2014, he occupied and annexed the Ukraine’s Crimean peninsula, an important military
base and port on the Black Sea.

There are more than 40 monarchies around the world. In some countries—especially in the Middle East and parts of Africa—
monarchs have absolute control.

Discussion: Monarchies are often seen as government systems where kings and queens have complete control over 
populations. This is true in some countries in Africa.

Sociology in the Media

“China Now Pressuring Tibet Outside of Politics” 
NPR, June 18, 2010

China is pressuring Tibet by imprisoning its intellectuals. The Chinese government, which is considered an authoritarian regime,
demand total control over Tibet. This is an example of totalitarianism.

How does China’s behavior impact the rest of the world?
How should democracies address China?
What will be the impact of the internet on totalitarianism? 

“What is the Queen’s Speech?” 
BBC; May 24, 2010

The British Queen gives a yearly speech and sets out the legislative agenda for the year. It is the beginning of the political year in 
Great Britain. Monarchies are symbols of past political power for most countries in the world. 

How do you see the monarchy?
Should the British take the remaining power from the throne?
How is Britain different than the U.S. in terms of power?
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1) Draw and label a graph showing the life-cycle of a social movement. 
2) What is meant by  the term “relative deprivation”? 
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Sketch the Me Too! Social movement over time.
At what stage is this movement?
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1) Is the popularity of fidget spinners an example of collective behavior? 
2) Why?
3) What kind?
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What kind of crowd lynches a suspected criminal?
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