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Discussion: What are the differences between males and females?
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Physical characteristics such as breasts and beards indicate whether someone is a 
female or male, but sex is not always clear-cut. For example, intersexuals are born 
with both male and female external genitals or an incomplete development of 
internal reproductive organs.
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Culture shapes people’s sexual attitudes and behavior, but it is hard to determine why 
people are straight, gay, bisexual, or asexual. 
Sexual orientation is said to have biological roots, according to some researchers, 
because homosexuality exists in all societies and, across cultures, the gay population 
is roughly the same—about 5 percent.
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Sociology in Media

“New Passport Rules Ease Switch for Transgenders” by Katy Steinmetz
Time.com; June 12, 2010

On June 9 the state department is publishing new guidelines for citizens wishing to 
change the gender listed on their passports, embracing policy that will make the 
switch much easier. This is an example of sexual reassignment and its policy 
implications.

What is your perspective on sexual reassignment?
How do the rights of transgendered individuals impact others?
Discuss how your community sees the rights of transgendered people?
How do transgendered people’s rights affect you?
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Discussion: In what ways were you socialized into gender? 
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Answers:
Emma - Gender role
Steven - Sex
Valerie - Gender identity
John - Gender stereotype
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There are many other indicators of greater LGBT acceptance.
In 2012, the Army promoted the first openly gay female officer to brigadier general. 
In 2013, the Pentagon added benefits for same-sex partners, including services on 
U.S. military bases.

Heterosexism is a belief that heterosexuality is the only legitimate sexual orientation, 
pervades societal practices, laws, and institutions. It triggers homophobia, a fear and 
hatred of lesbians and gays. It takes the form of gay-bashing.
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Discussion: Why are men experiencing greater work-family conflict? 
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Women are much less likely than men to move up the occupational ladder. In recent 
years, women have made progress in a number of the higher-paying occupations.

Reasons for gender gap
• Women tend to choose fields with lower earnings (such as health care and 

education), whereas men are more likely to major in higher paying fields (such as 
engineering and computer science). 

• Women on average work fewer hours than men, usually to care for children or 
other family members.

Sociology in the Media
A Giant Leap for Women, but Hurdles Remain” by Jeré Longman
New York Times; July 29, 2012.

For the first time in Olympic history, all of the participating teams have female 
athletes. This is a major boost for gender equality. The fight for true equality is far 
from being won. For the first time, Saudi Arabia sent two female athletes to compete 
in London, along with at least one sports official. But the three women who 
participated in the opening ceremony walked behind the men, not among them.

Do the Olympics represent a general movement towards equality?
Are female athletes in the United States treated the same as male athletes?
What women athlete best fits your ideology?
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Reasons for few women in political office
• Women do not consider themselves as qualified.
• Hold the burden of proving their abilities.
• U.S. presidents appoint more men than women to important positions.
• Sexism
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The majority of teenagers ages 15 to 19 have their first sexual intercourse with 
someone that they describe as “going steady,” but the percentage is higher for 
females (70 percent) than males (56 percent). Teenagers are also more likely to 
engage in sex at any early age if they use alcohol or other drugs or experience 
domestic violence.
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Contrary to some stereotypes, adolescents are not sexually promiscuous and older 
people are not asexual.
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Sexualized social messages are reaching ever younger audiences, teaching or 
reinforcing the idea that girls and women should be valued for how they look rather 
than their personalities and abilities. Media images play a large role in girls’ 
hypersexualization. 

Discussion: Are Barbie dolls good for kids? Does the sexual double standard still exist?
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Abortion rates have decreased as of 2014 because at least half of the states had 
restricted access to abortion, but national data show that most of the decline in 
abortions is due to an overall drop in pregnancy rates, delaying childbearing until the 
economy improves, a more effective usage of contraceptives, and greater access to 
emergency contraception that prevents pregnancy. 

Since its legalization, abortion has been one of the most persistently contentious 
issues in U.S. politics and culture. 

Discussion: What are your thoughts on access to abortion in the U.S.?
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More than half (55 percent) of Americans support same-sex marriage (up from 37 
percent in 2006). Opposition is greatest among those who are Republican, white, 
male, regularly attend religious services, live in the South, are 55 and older, and hold 
conservative views on family issues.
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Women’s economic participation depends on cultural attitudes, values, customs, and 
laws. Countries that have closed education gaps and have high levels of women’s 
economic participation demonstrate strong economic growth. However, gender gaps 
still persist in senior positions, wages, and leadership.

Discussion: Why does the U.S. lag behind other countries in gender equality?

Sociology in the Media

“Baptist Leaders Face Challenge on Women’s Roles”
National Public Radio; July 24, 2009

The Southern Baptist Convention is losing members due to its stance on women. 
Examples include not allowing women to be senior pastors and if a church hires a 
women pastor they run the risk of being de-fellowshipped. Women at seminaries run 
the risk of not getting tenure.

What is the role of women in institutions you participate in?
To what extent are the experiences of women in the Southern Baptist Convention 
common in other churches in the U.S?
What is your perspective on women in the church?
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In 2014, 20,000 U.S. service members, representing nearly 5 percent of all active-duty 
women and 1 percent of active-duty men, experienced at least one incident of 
unwanted sexual contact. Nearly 35 percent of the assaults reported by men included 
rape and penetration with an object. Only 25 percent reported the incident.
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Traditional gender roles help explain occupational sex segregation because people 
differ in the amount of human capital that they bring to the labor market. Human 
capital is the array of competencies— including education, job training, skills, and 
experience— that have economic value and increase productivity.

Worldwide, sex outside of marriage is prohibited and arranged marriages—in which 
parents or relatives choose their children’s future mates—are the norm.

Discussion: We often think of gender as fixed due to the biology of men and women. 
This means that each sex has an assigned set of roles and behaviors that they do in 
society. Are men and women born for particular roles?
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Conflict theorists argue that women’s inequality is largely due to economic 
exploitation—both as underpaid workers in the labor force and doing most of the 
unpaid domestic work, especially housework and caring for aging family members.
Conflict theorists agree that all men are not equally privileged, and that women in 
upper classes have more economic power, status, and prestige than men in lower 
classes.
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Feminist scholars, more than any other group of theorists, are especially concerned 
about men controlling women’s sexual lives.

Men assert their power and control through rape, intimate partner violence, sexual 
harassment, exploiting women through prostitution and pornography, forcing women 
to marry against their will, honor killings, FGM/C, and punishing women, but not 
men, for seeking a divorce or committing adultery.
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Gender inequality is shaped by learning gender roles through daily social interaction. 
Believing in gender differences can actually produce differences. Women who begin 
college intending to become engineers are more likely than men to change their 
major and choose another career because they lack confidence, not competence.

Because sexuality is socially constructed, attitudes and behavior can change.

Discussion: How do we “create” or “do” gender?
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Answers:
Capitalism system - Conflict theory
Sexuality - Feminism
Learning - Symbolic interaction
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