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Mechanisms used by upper-upper-class white males, in particular, to shape the economic 
and political climate include dominating the upper levels of business and finance, holding top 
political positions in the federal government, underwriting thousands of think tanks and 
research institutes that formulate national policies, and shaping public opinion through the 
mass media.

Upper-upper class—enormous wealth, inherited fortunes, considerable economic and 
political power

Most of the occupation of the upper middle-class have considerable on-the-job autonomy 
and freedom from supervision, but these people are three times more likely than those in the 
general population to work 50 or more hours per week.
Lower-upper class—nouveau riche, engage in conspicuous consumption

Upper-middle class—live on earned income, professional and managerial occupations

Lower-middle class—non-manual, semiprofessional occupations, rely on two incomes, 
maintain comfortable lifestyle

Working class—skilled and semiskilled laborers, possess high school education

Working poor—work at least 27 weeks a year but live in poverty, Night time cleaners, 
Kitchen staff, Health aids

Underclass—persistently poor, segregated residentially, relatively isolated, chronically 
unemployed, lack skills and education
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