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1 Differentiate between deviance and crime, 
and describe the key characteristics of 
deviance

2 After evaluating the two major crime 
measures, identify and illustrate the different 
types of crime

3 Describe, illustrate, and evaluate 
functionalist perspectives on deviance

LEARNING OUTCOMES
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4 Describe, illustrate, and evaluate conflict 
perspectives on deviance

5 Describe, illustrate, and evaluate feminist 
perspectives on deviance

6 Describe, illustrate, and evaluate symbolic 
interaction perspectives on deviance

7 Identify and evaluate the criminal justice 
system’s social control methods

Deviance and Crime

 Deviance: Violation of social norms
 Characteristics

 Can be a trait, a belief, or a behavior

 Accompanied by social stigmas

 Varies across and within societies

 Varies across situations

 Formal or informal

 Perceptions of deviance change over time

 Crime: Violation of society’s formal laws

LO - 1

What Is Deviance?
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Deviance

 Deviance: 

“Deviance is a violation of established contextual, 
cultural, or social norms, whether folkways, mores, or 
codified law (1906). (William Graham Sumner)

 Usually has a negative connotation in everyday society

Determinants of Deviance

Groups with 
authority or 

power

Public attitudes 
and behavior

Laws

LO - 1

Explaining Bystander Apathy

 Bystander Apathy
 Interaction in Public Places

 www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSsPfbup0ac

11 October 2012 Last updated at 06:43 ET

Malala Yousafzai: Shot 

Pakistan girl to move 

hospitals

A 14-year-old Pakistani girl shot in the head by 

Taliban gunmen is to be transferred to a new 

military hospital with better facilities, officials 

say.

Activist Malala Yousafzai, in critical condition two 

days after being attacked in the north-western Swat 

Valley, will be moved from Peshawar to Rawalpindi. 

The Taliban, who accuse her of "promoting 

secularism", have said they will target her again.

http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/graphic-school-killings.htm

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSsPfbup0ac
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSsPfbup0ac
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/graphic-school-killings.htm
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Tourists line up to shoot 

Osama bin Laden in Las 

Vegas

Sep 30, 2012 

Business is booming in a new shooting range in Las Vegas, which 

offers tourists the chance to shoot weapons like those used in the 

raid to kill Osama bin Laden.

Sky News reports that the people behind Machine Guns Vegas say it 

is unlike any other gun range featuring some of the most high-

powered weapons in the world alongside the glamour of Sin City.

They estimate as many as 20% of their customers are from the UK.

For $200 customers can choose from a range of guns, one modeled 

on those used by US Navy Seals, who raided Bin Laden's compound 

in Pakistan last year. 

(Source: http://www.eturbonews.com/31433/tourists-line-shoot-osama-laden-las-vegas) 

Students at a Nebraska High School 

Can Now Pose With Guns in Their Senior Portraits

—By Inae Oh
| Thu Oct. 23, 2014 2:14 PM EDT
•EMAIL

1245
Seniors at Broken Bow High School in Nebraska have been granted their God-given right 
to pose with guns for their upcoming senior portraits, just as long as the photos are taken off 
campus and done "tastefully.“

“The board, I believe, felt they wanted to give students who are involved in those kinds of 
things the opportunity to take a senior picture with their hobby, with their sport, just like 
anybody with any other hobby or sport,” Superintendent Mark Sievering explained to local 
paper, the Omaha World-Herald.

One would think such a bizarre proposal would prompt some level of debate, a modicum of 
sane opposition! After all, we're talking about mere teenagers eerily striking poses with 
weapons in their adolescent hands. Alas, the idea was met with a unanimous yes by all 
members of the Broken Bow school board.

By KATHY KRISTOF MONEYWATCH October 11, 2017, 2:07 PM
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/las-vegas-shooting-scams-to-exploit-victims/

Las Vegas shooting breeds scams to exploit victims

State and federal authorities are warning that con artists posing as family 
members of Las Vegas shooting victims are setting up fake Facebook and 
crowdfunding campaigns, hoping to siphon off donations intended for 
those killed or wounded in the attack.
Las Vegas Attorney General Adam Laxalt shut down a bogus Facebook page on 
Monday and said he is working with fundraising firm GoFundMe to track down 
other fraudulent donation sites.

•Related: Las Vegas Shooting
"There continue to be sham charities and websites seeking to profit from this 
horrific tragedy," Laxalt said, while urging consumers to report websites and 
campaigns that they believe are suspicious.

http://www.eturbonews.com/31433/tourists-line-shoot-osama-laden-las-vegas
http://www.motherjones.com/authors/inae-oh
http://www.motherjones.com/forward?path=node/263116
http://www.motherjones.com/mojo/2014/10/nebraska-high-school-guns-senior-portraits
http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/rural-nebraska-school-district-guns-yearbook-photos-article-1.1983551
http://www.omaha.com/news/nebraska/guns-in-senior-portraits-ok-if-done-tastefully-nebraska-school/article_e25a4c6e-593c-11e4-ae63-001a4bcf6878.html?mode=story
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/las-vegas-shooting-scams-to-exploit-victims/
https://www.cbsnews.com/feature/las-vegas-shooting/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/las-vegas-shooting-victims-names-latest-list/
https://www.cbsnews.com/feature/las-vegas-shooting/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca9rd4aA_t0

Deviance

 Can be a trait, belief, or behavior

 Accompanied by social stigma: 

A negative label that devalues a person and changes her or 
his self-concept and social identity

 Can be formal or informal 
Against the law or merely inappropriate.
 Folkways

 Mores

 Laws

Deviance

 Varies across and within societies

 Varies across situations

 Perceptions change over time 

What was deviant in the past is no longer, while 
other actions are now considered deviant. 

Crime

Crime is a violation of societal norms and rules 
written into public laws that is subject to 
punishment.

Mark Strong Alexis Wright

Crime

 Criminologists: researchers who use scientific 
methods to study the nature, extent, cause, and 
control of criminal behavior

Measuring Crime

 Sources of crime statistics
 FBI’s Uniform Crime Report (UCR)

 Consists of crimes reported to the police and arrests made each 
year

 The Department of Justice’s National Crime Victimization 
Survey (NCVS)

 Victimization survey: Interviews people about 
being crime victims

 Includes both reported and unreported crimes

LO - 2
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca9rd4aA_t0
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Types of Deviance: Noncriminal 

Suicide Alcoholism Lying

Mental 
illness

Adult 
pornography

LO - 2

Types of Deviance: Criminal

• Includes violent and property crimes 

Street crimes

• Caused by the bias against race, religion, ethnicity, sexual 
orientation, gender, or disability 

Hate crimes

• Committed by high-status people as part of their 
occupations

White-collar crimes

• Committed by executives to benefit themselves and their 
companies 

Corporate (organizational) crimes

LO - 2

Types of Deviance: Criminal (continued)

• Illegal activities that are conducted online

Cybercrimes (computer crimes)

• Acts of people and groups that supply illegal goods and 
services for profit

Organized crimes

• Acts that violate laws but those involved do not consider 
themselves as victims

Victimless (public order) crimes

LO - 2
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7.1  U.S Crime Rates have Decreased

LO - 2

Crime

 All crime statistics are estimates.

 88% of crimes are property crimes.

 Most victims are men, African American, people 
under age 25, and poor.

 Offenders are likely to be aged 15-29, male, white, 
with low levels of education. 

 Victimless crimes: 

 illicit drug use, prostitution, drunkenness, illegal gambling

 Victimless crimes are the least likely to be reported. 

Crime
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www.maine.gov/dps/cim/crime_in_maine/cim.htm

UCR - INTRODUCTION
The Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR)

Violent Crime Comparative Data

Property Crimes Comparative Data

Index Crimes

Murder (Murder Summary)

Rape

Robbery

Aggravated Assault

Domestic Violence

Property Crime

Burglary

Larceny

Motor Vehicle Theft

Arson

Hate Crime

Stolen and Recovered Property Values

Clearance Rate

Hancock County 

2015 Uniform Crime Report

Offense is cleared when a law enforcement agency has:

• identified the offender, 

• there is enough evidence to charge him, and 

• he is actually taken into custody. 

• The arrest of one person can clear several crimes, or 

several persons may be arrested in the process of clearing 

one crime.

Clearance Rate

http://www.maine.gov/dps/

Clearance Rate Controlling Deviance and Crime

 Social control: techniques and strategies that 
regulate behavior
 Can be formal or informal

 Includes positive (rewards) and negative (punishments) 
sanctions. 

Is the sanction formal or informal, negative or positive?

 A suspension from school

 Serving time in jail

 A smile

 Employee of the month designation

 A slap in the face

http://www.maine.gov/dps/cim/crime_in_maine/cim.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dps/cim/crime_in_maine/2011pdf/018 violent.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dps/cim/crime_in_maine/2011pdf/020 property.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dps/cim/crime_in_maine/2011pdf/024 violent.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dps/cim/crime_in_maine/2011pdf/022 murder.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dps/cim/crime_in_maine/2011pdf/034 property.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dps/cim/crime_in_maine/2011pdf/041 hate.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dps/cim/crime_in_maine/2011pdf/045 stolen.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dps/cim/crime_in_maine/2011pdf/046 clearance.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dps/
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Functionalist Perspective on Deviance

 Normal part of society

 Dysfunctional deviance 
 Creates tension and insecurity, and is expensive

 Erodes trust in personal and formal relationships

 Decreases confidence in institutions

 Functional deviance

 Affirms cultural norms and values

 Provides temporary safety valves and creates social unity

 Bolsters the economy and triggers social change

LO - 3

Functionalism 

Anomie: the condition in which people are unsure of 
how to behave because of absent, conflicting, or 
confusing social norms

Discussion: In what ways is the American society 
anomic about drugs and alcohol? 

Functionalism 

Merton’s Social Strain Theory

 American society has culturally approved goals and 
institutionalized means

 Strain theory suggests that people engage in 
deviance when there is a strain or conflict between 
goals and means. 

Merton’s Strain Theory

Functionalism—Application 

What form of adaptation is it?

 A young woman continues working at a job she 
hates, doing as little as possible.

 An adult walks off his job and leaves town without 
his family.

 A man uses his employer’s equipment and supplies 
when starting his own business. 

Functionalist Perspective on Deviance 
(continued 2)

 Critical evaluation 
 Anomie and strain theory are limited 

 Fails to explain why:

 Women’s crime rates are lower than men’s

 Crime rates have declined despite poverty and unemployment

 People commit crimes that have no connection with being 
successful

 Focuses on lower-class deviance and crime

LO - 3
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Conflict Perspectives on Deviance and Crime Conflict Perspectives 

 Conflict theorists focus on why some acts are 
defined as deviant while others are not.
 Powerful groups control the law and its application.

 Behaviors that injure the economic interests or challenge the 
political power of the dominant class are punished. 

Conflict Perspectives 

 White collar crime: illegal activities committed by 
high-status people in the course of their occupation

 Corporate crime: illegal acts committed by 
executives to benefit themselves and their companies

 Cybercrime: illegal activities conducted online

 Organized crime: activities of individuals and 
groups that supply illegal goods and services for 
profit 

Conflict Perspectives—Application 

What kind of crime is it?

 Amanda overcharges clients and keeps the extra 
money.

 Ken obtains and uses others’ credit card numbers.

 A manufacturing firm knowingly installs dangerous 
equipment in order to save money. 

Conflict Perspective on Deviance (continued) 

 Critical evaluation
 Exaggerates the importance of capitalism in explaining 

white collar and corporate crime

 Deemphasizes crimes committed by low-income groups

 Ignores the fact that some affluent people don’t get away 
with their crimes

 Ignores the ways that crime is functional for the society

 Focuses on men as victims and offenders

LO - 4

Feminist Perspectives on Deviance and Crime 
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Feminist Perspectives 

Patriarchy: hierarchical system in a society in which 
cultural, political, and economic structures are 
controlled by men.

Feminist Perspectives 

 Patriarchy
 Men historically dominated the government, judiciary, and the law.

 Women have been socialized to be weaker.

 Victimization
 Women and girls are commonly the victims of sexual assault, rape, 

intimate partner violence, and other crimes that degrade women.

 Men are still more likely to be offenders

 Female arrest rates have risen for robbery, burglary, 
larceny, and drunk driving.
 Explanations vary from mistreatment in childhood to limited economic 

opportunities. 

Sexual Abuse

https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/from-aggressive-overtures-to-

sexual-assault-harvey-weinsteins-accusers-tell-their-stories

https://www.vanityfair.com/hollywood/2017/10/donald-trump-access-hollywood-harvey-weinstein

Symbolic Interaction Perspectives on Deviance 
and Crime Symbolic Interactionism 

 Differential associations theory suggests that 
people learn deviance through interaction.

 People are most likely to engage in crime if they are 
exposed to deviant values early in life, frequently, 
over a long period of time, and from important 
people. 



10/16/2017

10

Symbolic Interactionism

 Labeling theory holds that deviance depends on 
how others react.
 Primary deviance is the initial violation of a norm or law.

 Secondary deviance occurs when individuals have been 
labeled deviant. 

 Victim Characterization

 Shankar Vedantam – Reading Maxim Can Make You A Theft 
Target

 http://www.npr.org/people/137765146/shankar-vedantam

 http://www.npr.org/2012/11/14/164974490/reading-maxim-can-
make-you-a-target-for-thieves

Criminal Justice System 

The criminal justice system refers to government 
agencies that are charged with enforcing laws, 
passing judgment, and correcting behavior.

 Includes police, courts, and prisons

 Relies on prevention and intervention, 
punishment, and rehabilitation

Criminal Justice System 

Prevention

 Social service agencies and community outreach 
programs try to prevent crime.

 Treatment for drug and alcohol abuse seems to have 
a positive effect.

 Surveillance by police or technology reduces crime 
rates. 

Criminal Justice System 

Punishment

 The crime control model emphasizes protecting 
society and a get tough attitude.

 The U.S. leads the world in inmates per capita. 

 In 2008, one in every 100 Americans was in prison.

 Approximately 61% of Americans support the death 
penalty.

 There is little evidence that executions or harsh 
penalties deter crime. 

Criminal Justice System 

Rehabilitation

 Appropriate treatment can change offenders into 
productive, law-abiding citizens.

 Rehabilitation programs are particularly successful 
when they provide employment after release. 

Chapter Review 

1. What is deviance?

2. What is crime?

3. Describe the functionalist perspective on deviance and 
crime.

4. Describe the conflict perspective on deviance and crime.

5. Describe the feminist perspective on deviance and crime. 

6. Describe the symbolic interaction perspective on deviance 
and crime.

7. How do we attempt to control crime? 

http://www.npr.org/people/137765146/shankar-vedantam
http://www.npr.org/2012/11/14/164974490/reading-maxim-can-make-you-a-target-for-thieves
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EXTRA MATERIAL
Travis Hirschi: Control Theory

Social control is directly affected by the strength of social bonds and 

that deviance results from a feeling of disconnection from society

Travis Hirschi (1969) identified four types of social bonds that connect people to society:

1. Attachment measures our connections to others. When we are closely attached to 

people, we worry about their opinions of us. People conform to society’s norms in order to 

gain approval (and prevent disapproval) from family, friends, and romantic partners.

2. Commitment refers to the investments we make in the community. A well-respected 

local businesswoman who volunteers at her synagogue and is a member of the 

neighborhood block organization has more to lose from committing a crime than a woman 

who doesn’t have a career or ties to the community.

3. Involvement, or participation in socially legitimate activities, lessen a person’s 

likelihood of deviance. Children who are members of little league baseball teams have 

fewer family crises.

4. Belief, is an agreement on common values in society. If a person views social values as 

beliefs, he or she will conform to them. An environmentalist is more likely to pick up trash 

in a park because a clean environment is a social value to him (Hirschi 1969).


